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ABSTRACT

Innovation and the Future Carbon Footprint of In Situ Oil Sands; A Very Positive Story

Neil Edmunds
Laricina Energy Ltd.

In situ oil sands is an emerging energy subsector where innovative recovery technology
is providing an opportunity for both more cost effective resource recovery, and a reduced
carbon foot print. Laricina Energy Ltd is a leading in situ recovery innovator, with an
emphasis on solvent applications. Laricina has operated cold solvent tests in the
emerging carbonate bitumen play, and is advancing a commercial demonstration project
of its proprietary solvent-cyclic-SAGD application. Recent work on life-cycle carbon
emissions shows that solvent can transform the carbon foot print of Canadian in situ oil
sands, to match that of the average imported crude into the United States. In situ
innovation in oil sands offers a good news story, meeting a balance in energy security,
environment and the economy for Alberta, Canada and North America.
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